
 

  
My Sabbatical 

 
WHEN/WHAT: Mid-April through the end of June, I will be experiencing a sabbatical from my role as pastor 
of First Mennonite Church in Hillsboro. You, as a congregation, are following the counsel of Mennonite Church 
USA and other denominations to provide a three to four month sabbatical in the fourth year of service to a 
congregation.  The time I will be taking is two and a half months, mid-April to end of June, then another week 
in August. This sabbatical will fall at the very beginning of my sixth year – but, whatever the timing, I am 
grateful. FMC has decided to follow what many churches do, that is, to find a pastor to step in for around half-
time to cover pastoral and administrative tasks while I am away. This person will be equipped to cover hospital 
visits, funerals and/or memorial services, if those needs should arise. 
 
WHERE/HOW: During my time away, I will be doing things that I am not able to do while fulfilling the pastor 
role here. In April, Jim and I will drive to Denver to see Jim’s brother and family, and an uncle whose health is 
declining. Then we will take the train out to Davis, California to see my brother and his family. Our son, Robert, 
will join us there then, while Jim returns to Kansas, Robert and I will travel up to Washington State to be 
together until he has to report in for the climbing season on Mount Rainier in May. Most of May and June will 
be spent somewhere local, reading, exercising, doing some small quilt projects, cleaning our basement, visiting, 
cooking with Peter and Sarah and friends I do not regularly see. Jim and I have a number of “mentor” folks 
who are aging. We will value visiting them. Of course, we will continue to regularly visit Grandma Tillie, Jim’s 
mom, who is 98. She is at Schowalter Villa. 
 
There are two professional enrichment weeks that are planned. One is in late June in Wisconsin, a week-long 
conference on the topic of new forms of church and church worship. In August I will take a separate week, plus 
drive time on either side, to attend a camp in Wyoming where an important Genesis scholar, Terence Fretheim, 
will be presenting evening sessions. 
 
WHY: My presence among you and our community meaningfully fills evenings, weekends, and some holidays. 
Saying yes to the rich life of the FMC and Hillsboro communities means I say no to some other friends and 
family contacts over an extended period of time. I am ready for a season to re-connect and rest. I feel 
strengthened already, knowing a sabbatical is coming. 
 
Thank you, brothers and sisters in Christ. May this time be a time of renewal for all of us – then, when I return, 
may we resume the good work Jesus has called us to. 

Pastor Susan 
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     We too easily forget our Maker and 

Redeemer, replacing God with things 

and ambition. Lent is the reason that 

does something about this situation. It 

calls us back to God…to the basics… 

to the spiritual realities of life. It calls 

us to put to death the sin and the 

indifference we have in our hearts 

toward God and our fellow persons. 

And it beckons us to enter once again 

into the joy of the Lord – the joy of a 

new life born out of a death to the old 

life. That is what Ash Wednesday is 

all about – the fundamental change of 

life required of those who would die 

with Jesus and be raised to a new life 

in him. 

Pangea Blog by Kurt Willems 
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Minutes of Ministries Council Meeting 
January 14, 2016 
 Present: Doug Miller (Moderator/Coordinating 

Cabinet), Pastor Susan, Aleen Ratzlaff (Worship), 

Carolyn Penner (Vision), Laura Paulus (Care), Pam 

Bartel (Hospitality), Glen Diener (Treasurer), Jan 

Amstutz (Nurture), Pat Bartel (Secretary) 

 Absent: Tim Frye (Discernment), Joel Klaassen 

(Stewardship), Hank Unruh (Youth Pastor) 

 Minutes of November 12, 2015 meeting were 

approved as distributed. 

 Committee Reports: Worship. Met January 12; 

Ethan Koerner is a new member. Planning worship 

events for the Lent-Easter season, using the MCUSA 

Leader as the resource. Susie Kliewer will be working 

on our Ash Wednesday service (February 10 at 7:00 

p.m.). Discussed incorporating a variety of music styles 

in future worship services. Next meetings are planned 

for January 26 and February 9. Nurture: Met January 

13; plan to meet again next week. Debbie and Jeff 

Jensen have stepped down from their Wednesday 

evening commitments; Tracy Hefley is covering their 

responsibilities – she needs helpers. The game room 

supplies need to be updated and/or replaced. (Jason 

Klanderud’s class uses this room on Wednesday 

evenings.) Hank has many good ideas for working with 

the high schoolers. A Tabor College student will be 

helping out in the nursery on Wednesday evenings. 

Mission. Pastor Susan reported they had a very good 

congregational discussion on possible future mission 

activities January 13. Care. Met January 13: Susan 

Schultz, Katherine Hamm, and Coleen Miller are new 

members. New congregants have been added to the Care 

lists which will be finalized shortly – meanwhile, Laura 

will coordinate any pertinent requests. Jeff and Tammy 

Wintermote (as a prior requirement to becoming FMC 

members January 31) shared their faith journey. A 

bridal-and-baby shower is tentatively scheduled for 

April 6. Next meeting is planned for February 3. 

Hospitality. In December, they prepared 138 Christmas 

Eve sacks and the gathering in the Fellowship Hall 

following the service. A social event is planned in the 

next couple of weeks, possibly a game night. 

Stewardship. Met recently: discussed the church’s 2015 

finances, a detailed summary of which will be 

distributed at the Annual Meeting. Lester Funk may 

work on rerouting a stream of excess water from our 

heating system which outlets to the north of the east 

entry door: when it freezes, it is hazardous, especially for 

anyone parking in the disabled spot. 

 Council Reports: Discernment. In anticipation of 

Tim’s half-sabbatical (January – May), Discernment 

Council needs are being finalized. Holly has joined the 

Council (affirmed previously). Danielle Bartel agreed to 

be an additional member; affirmed unanimously by 

consensus. Vision. Kelly Linnens is a new member. 

January 13, VC, with Aleen Ratzlaff and Doug Miller, 

met with WDC Conference Minister, Heidi Regier 

Kreider, who has candidates in mind for a part-time 

interim pastor during Susan’s 3-month sabbatical (mid-

April until the end of June then two weeks in August); 

last year’s and this year’s budgets have provided a total 

of $6,000 for this purpose. They plan to meet February 

10 after the Ash Wednesday service. Coordinating 

Cabinet: Met January 4 and discussed the suggestion, 

from our Listening Group sessions, of reintroducing 

informal small-group gatherings as a way of adult 

nurture within our congregation. In addition to perceived 

additional nurture needs among us, we are somewhat 

limited in ways to informally welcoming new people to 

our congregation through established smaller group 

settings. The Cabinet requests suggestions on how to 

proceed. This will be mentioned at the Annual Meeting. 

Treasurer: Christmas Day 2016 and New Year’s Day 

2017 fall on Sundays, so adjustments will have to be 

made for working on the 2016 year-end financial report. 

The ministry budget for 2015 was $175,500 and we 

spent approximately $163,000; 2015 income was ca. 

$159,000; we spent $3,600 more than we brought in. We 

had accumulated a surplus in each year 2010, 2011, and 

2012 so those monies were used to offset the deficit. We 

started 2015 with $8,000, 2016 with $3,000 less. Youth 

Pastor. A congregational Super Bowl event (February 7) 

is being planned. Hi-FY are excited to start 2016.The 

envelope challenge is going well: the whole cost of the 

Youth Room face-lift is close to being covered – youth 

are very appreciative: they have begun the work. Laser 

tag is tentatively planned for January 30. They intend to 

be more committed to a weekend activity each month 

devoted to fun or service. They plan to participate in the 

Hesston Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship series this 

year (February 19-21) with guest speaker Shane 

Claiborne. Details for this summer’s mission trip are 

being worked on. Pastor. Considering inviting someone 

to take photos at our Annual Meeting of members and 

regular attenders for our photo board; we need someone 

to be the church’s official photographer to record events 

year-round. Will continue to meet with Cheryl Bartel on 

ways to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of our current 

church building. Jeff and Tammy Wintermote will be 

joining our church January 31. Becky Gage (church 

secretary) has amalgamated our three membership card 

files; the updated number of our members is confirmed 

at 276. Hillsboro community’s Lenten lunches (noon-

1:00 p.m.) begin February 10 and will be held at the 

Methodist Church. 

 Old Business: None. 

 New Business: Doug handed out a proposed draft 

order of events for our Annual Meeting: Ministries Team 

Leaders (MTLs) will limit themselves to 2-3 minute 

presentations which include (per the Policy Manual): (i) 

a couple of highlights from 2015, (ii) something 



meaningful to each committee and (iii) anticipated 

activities for the upcoming year. Tim Frye will present a 

list of new MTLs to be affirmed. Either Cheryl Bartel or 

Doug Miller will introduce the anticipated fiftieth 

celebration of our current church building. Hank could 

mention Hi-FY’s upcoming summer trip.  

 Annual Meeting: Sunday, January 24, 2016, at 1:00 

p.m. 

 Next regular meeting: Thursday, February 18, 2016, 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
 
Annual Meeting Minutes 
January 24, 2016 
 Location and Time: Fellowship Hall, 12:45 p.m. 

 Attendance: 50 

 Meeting called to order: Doug Miller, Church 

Moderator 

 Ministries Council members present: Pastor Susan 

Jantzen, Youth Pastor Hank Unruh, Doug Miller 

(Moderator/Coordinating Council), Tim Frye 

(Discernment Council), Keith Harder (Vision Council), 

Pam Bartel (Hospitality Committee), Jan Amstutz 

(Nurture Committee), Susie Kliewer (Mission 

Committee), Aleen Ratzlaff (Worship Committee), Joel 

Klaassen (Stewardship Committee), Glen Diener 

(Treasurer), Pat Bartel (Secretary). 

 Absent: Laura Paulus (Care Committee). 

 Welcome and opening prayer: Doug Miller 

opened by saying this meeting is an opportunity to be 

thankful for what was accomplished last year, and to 

anticipate what God will do among us in the coming 

year. He informed those attending that, because the 

Ministries Team Leaders (MTLs) would be submitting 

their groups’ official reports to the FMC office, each one 

would only highlight a couple of their group’s most 

important 2015 activities and introduce any activities 

they anticipate implementing in 2016. This means that 

no records of these abbreviated reports are included in 

these minutes; however, votes were recorded for 

affirming our new MTLs (Discernment Council) and for 

approving the budget (Treasurer). The reports were 

given in the following order: 

 Pastor Susan 

 Youth Pastor, Hank Unruh 

 Discernment Council: Tim Frye distributed a draft of 

a full listing of all the personnel serving our church (also 

our Everence Advocate and those serving the Et Cetera 

Shop and Main Street Ministries), requesting that the 

MTLs submit to him any corrections that need to be 

made before it is finalized. No ballots were requested; 

there was a unanimous show of hands affirming this list. 

 Vision Council: Keith Harder 

 Care Committee: In Laura’s absence, no report was 

given. 

 Hospitality Committee: Pam Bartel 

 Nurture Committee: Jan Amstutz 

 Mission Committee: Susie Kliewer 

 Worship Committee: Aleen Ratzlaff 

 Stewardship Committee: Joel Klaassen 

 Treasurer: Glen Diener. Responding to some 

questions, Glen confirmed that the budget is always a 

plan of anticipated expenses, and any necessary 

adjustments must be allowed during the year. Ballots 

were not requested; there was a unanimous show of 

hands to approve the current budget as presented. 

 Doug Miller pointed out the list of designated 

offerings, which are reviewed each year by the 

Coordinating Cabinet and approved by Ministries 

Council, but which are not included in the budget. 

 Cheryl Bartel introduced the fact that she is working 

on a 50th anniversary celebration of our church’s 

building this year (2016). 

 Led by Pastor Susan, the meeting ended with 

everyone singing They’ll Know We Are Christians; this 

was followed by a closing (responsive reading) prayer 

led by Doug Miller. 

 Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  

 
 
February Events 
3 8:00 p.m. Care Committee meeting. 

4 7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee meeting. 

5-6 IF-Hillsboro, Hillsboro MB Church. 

7 4:00 p.m. Super Bowl party, Fellowship Hall 

9 No meal or activities. 

 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service. 
 Vision Council meeting following the service. 

14 First Sunday of Lent. 

 Bethel College  Choir concert and organ 

 recital. 
18 2:00 p.m. Coordinating Cabinet meeting. 

 7:00 pm. Ministries Council meeting. 

 6:00-8:00 p.m. Stan Reimer exhibition reception 

 (Bethel College Fine Arts Center). 

19-20 Youth Anabaptist event, Hesston College. 

21 Second Sunday of Lent. 
28 Third Sunday of Lent. 
  

 
 
 
Interspersed on pages 4, 5 and 8 are edits from various 
websites, and quotes of Pope Francis. They are 
identified by . (I confess that I didn’t keep track of 
which websites I accessed. PB) 

 
 
 



 
LENT 2016 WORSHIP THEMES  

LIVING INK: GOD’S STORY WRITTEN FOR 
US AND THROUGH US 

 

Week1: February 14 

Living Ink:  GOD’S STORY WRITTEN FOR US 

Temptation of Jesus 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Luke 4:1-13 

Communion 

 

Week 2: February 21 

Living Ink: OUR STRUGGLE TO UNDERSTAND 

THE STORY 

Transfiguration of Jesus - misunderstanding of the 

disciples 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Luke 9:28-36 

 

Week 3: February 28  

Living Ink: WE JOIN THE STORY 

(GOD’S STORY THROUGH US) 

Parable about bearing fruit 

Psalm 63:1-8; Luke 13:1-9 

 

Week 4: March 6 

Living Ink: TURNING TO GOD 

The man with two sons 

Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 

 

Week 5: March 13 

Living Ink: UNEXPECTED GIFTS 

Jesus weeps over Jerusalem 

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Luke 19:28, 41-44 

 

Week 6: March 20 – Palm Sunday 

Living Ink: TURNING AWAY FROM GOD 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-40 

 

Week 7: March 27 Easter Sunday  

Living Ink: ENDING BECOMES BEGINNING 

Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 24:1-12 

Communion 

 
Spring semester activities. 

 

Most Mondays at 7:15 p.m. (until February 29). 
Come to the Fellowship Hall to help make comforter 

tops for the MCC sale, each one embroidered with 

good conversations! 

Contact Jan Amstutz or Nancy Graber for details. 

January 13 at 7:05 p.m.: Open forum discussion on 

FMC Mission Committee structure and purpose. 

January 20, 27 & February 3 at 7:05 p.m.: 
Culture, Communication and Faith. 

Discussion leader Aleen Ratzlaff. 

 

February 8: Deadline to sign up for “outside” MCC 

Fellowship Meals (February 28, March 6). 

February 10 at 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service 

No meal or activities. 

February 19-March 9 at 7:05 p.m.: 
Come Lord Jesus, Be our Host: 

Communion in our congregation.   

Discussion leader Pastor Susan. 

February 28-April 10: Kansas Mennonite Men’s 

Chorus will hold five rehearsals at Hesston M.C. on 

Sundays at 2:30 p.m., with one rehearsal at Bethel 

College Mennonite Church in North Newton. 

To register, see the KMMC posters in the foyer or 

contact Douglas Graber. 

Early registration would be appreciated 

so music can be ordered in a timely way. 

 

March 6: FMC will host our own MCC Fellowship 

Meal at noon. All are invited! 

A portion of the meal will be provided; additional 

contributions will be appreciated. 

March 7: MCC Comforter Blitz at Journey Mennonite 

Church, 1 mile North of Yoder: noon-5:00 p.m. 

(Driving time: 10:30-6:00) 

Nancy Graber will be driving; passengers are welcome. 

March 8: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MCC Comforter Blitz at 

Journey M.C. Drive independently. 

March 9: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (plus driving time): 

Jan Amstutz will be driving: passengers are welcome. 

March 16:  Spring break. No meal or activities. 

March 23-April 13: Collected Thoughts. 

Discussion leader Keith Harder. 

March 27: Easter Sunday. 
 

April 17: KMMC concert at Bethany College. 

April 20: Hi-FY Variety Show. 

April 24: KMMC concert 

Central Community Church, Wichita. 

 

   
 

  History of Lent. The forty days of Lent 
(excluding Sundays) start with Ash Wednesday and 
end with Holy (or Maundy) Thursday, the fifth day of 
Holy Week. (Maundy is a Anglicization of the Latin 
mandatum (“mandate” or “command”), referring to 
Christ’s commandment to His disciples at the Last 
Supper in John 13:34: “A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another, as I have loved 
you.”).  Traditionally, the ashes have been saved from 
burning palm fronds from the previous year, when 
we celebrated Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday. And they are mixed with 
consecrated water or oil. They are applied to people’s 



foreheads in the shape of a cross as a symbol of 
penance, mourning and mortality. 
 
  Centuries ago, participants used to sprinkle 
themselves with ashes, and repent much more 
 publicly, but the practice fell away sometime 
between the eighth and tenth centuries, gradually 
evolving into what is practiced today. There aren’t 
any particular rules about how long the ashes should 
be worn, but most people wear them throughout the 
day as a public expression of their faith and penance. 
 
  During this season – the church’s holiest – we 
are encouraged to dedicate ourselves to reflection, 
prayer and fasting as we prepare for Easter. 
 

  Reconsider the heart of Lent. During Lent, 

many Christians abstain from additional foods, 

luxuries or material goods, or certain activities and 

habits. But Pope Francis has asked us to 

reconsider the heart of this activity this Lenten 

season. According to him, fasting must never 

become superficial. He often quotes the early 

Christian mystic John Chrystostom who said, “No 

act of virtue can be considered great if it is not 

followed by advantage for others. So, no matter 

how much time you spend fasting, no matter how 

much you sleep on a hard floor and eat ashes and 

sigh continually, if you do no good to others, you 

can do nothing great.”  

 

       
 
 

What might we, at FMC-Hillsboro, “reconsider”?  
Here are some suggestions from our congregation: 
 

 Make a point of visiting shut-ins at least once 

a week. 

 Study Praying with the Anabaptists: The 

Secret of Bearing Fruit by Marlene Kropf & 

Eddy Hall. 

 Fast. After a discussion, one member said, 

“I’ve been thinking about what Pope Francis 

said (above). In the past, I’ve given up 

chocolate and desserts; this year, I’m going 

to try to give up supper – go to bed hungry 

like so many people around the world, and 

even in this country. See how long I can 

make it! I’d like to lose about fifteen pounds 

anyway, so maybe that’ll help. I’ve already 

started cutting ‘way back from what I usually 

eat – trying to make it easier. Hope I can 

stick it out. I know Lent is a good time to 

deny ourselves something every day and 

that we should help others so I’ll plan to set 

aside some money (approximately the cost 

of each supper), then, at Easter, I’ll divide 

the total between Circles and Main Street 

Ministries. We’ll see if it works out – but six 

weeks is a long time!” 

 
 

  
The Basin and the Towel

In an upstairs room a parable 
is just about to come alive; 
and while they bicker about who’s best, 
with a painful glance he’ll silently rise.  
Their Saviour-servant must show them how,  
Through the will of the water 
and the tenderness of the towel. 
 
And the call is to community,  
the impoverished power that sets the soul free 
in humility to take the vow 
that, day after day, 

we must take up the basin and the towel. 
 
In any ordinary place, 
on any ordinary day, 
the parable can live again 
when one will kneel and one will yield.  
Our Saviour-servant must show us how, 
through the will of the water  
and the tenderness of the towel. 
 
And the space between ourselves, sometimes, 
is more than the distance between the stars. 



By the fragile bridge of the servant’s bow, 
we take up the basin and the towel. 
 
And the call is to community 
the impoverished power that sets the soul free 
in humility to take the vow 
that day after day 

we must take up the basin: 
and the call is to community; 
and day after day 
we must take up the basin and the towel. 

Michael Card 

 “I was dreaming that I was treading the streets of the Holy City, pottering about like a tourist. In 
my wandering I came upon the museum of that city of our dream. I went in, and a courteous 
attendant conducted me around. There was some old armour there, much bruised with battle. Many 
things were conspicuous by their absence. I saw nothing of Alexander’s1, nor of Napoleon’s2., There 
was no Pope’s ring, nor even the ink-bottle that Luther is said to have thrown at the devil, nor 
Wesley’s3. seal and keys. I saw a widow’s mite and the feather of a little bird. I saw some swaddling 
clothes, a hammer, and three nails, and a few thorns. I saw a bit of a fishing-net and the broken oar 
of a boat, I saw a sponge that had once been dipped in vinegar, and a small piece of silver. But I 
cannot enumerate all I saw nor describe all I felt. Whilst I was turning over a common drinking cup 
which had a very honourable place, I whispered to the attendant, ‘Have you not got a towel and 
basin among your collection?’ ‘No,’ he said, ‘not here; you see they are in constant use.’ Then I knew I 
was in Heaven, in the Holy City and amid the redeemed society.” 
 Knowing that He came from God and went to God…Jesus took a towel and basin. 

Q. E. Whitham 

Celtic Daily Prayer from the Northumbria Community 
 

1. Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.) (Greek king/military genius) 
2. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) (French military leader/emperor) 
3. John Wesley (1703-1791) (Anglican minister/theologian) 
 
 
Wolof Witness ...Partnering for a movement 
toward Jesus among the Wolof people… 
 As the world is focused on the recent horrific events 
in Paris, I am so grateful for my many loving, peaceful 
Muslim friends and “family” here in Senegal: A week 
ago, I heard a knock on my door in the heat of mid-day. 
“Who would come visiting me at this hour?” I thought 
to myself, grudgingly answering the door when I would 
rather be laying (sic) down for a siesta. It was my 
neighbor’s son, bringing over a huge surprise dish of his 
mom’s delicious cooking! That sure made me feel loved! 
And a couple weeks ago, after a very busy season, I 
finally had a chance to swing by my host family’s 
house–the family who had welcomed me into their 
home and their lives when I was new here and barely 
understood a word of Wolof, of a foreign culture and a 
foreign faith. “Where have you been?!?” my host asked. 
“Just last night I was asking my daughter if she had 
news about you, because we haven’t seen you in a few 
weeks. Come, sit down, and eat!” Again, I sure felt 
loved! And on a recent trip, as I scrunched my knees in 
the tight back row of a 7-passenger Peugeot bush taxi, a 
younger passenger insistently offered me her more 
comfortable seat in the middle row. A random act of 
kindness that blessed my weary body, and again, I felt 
loved! 

 For all these reasons and many more, as 
conversations have gone to the terrible killings in Paris, 
I have said to my friends, “What concerns me is how 
westerners will react to Muslims in general. I want 
people back in North America to know that not all 
Muslims are like those terrorists. I want them to know 
that when I think of Muslims, I think of my many 
peace-loving friends.” “You are so right,” a young man, 
AK, replied. “Just today in the mosque they were 
teaching us how what happened in Paris is so wrong. 
We are to be people of peace.” Friends and partners in 
sharing Jesus’ love with Wolof people, is there some 
way in your home community you can “pay forward” for 
me one of the many ways I have been blessed here? 
And as this year soon draws to a close, I thank you once 
again for your faithful prayers, words of 
encouragement, and financial support, and pray for the 
Lord to bless each one of you, just as you have 
abundantly blessed me. I leave you with the following 
prayer items: 1. It has been a good year for the farmers. 
Peanuts are now being harvested. Thank you for your 
prayers! 2. We just finished a 6-day Bible-based 
microenterprise training for four followers of Jesus in 
our town. Please pray for the participants to find ways 
to support their families, and to share the love of Jesus 
in the process. 3. Please pray for Z to stand firm in her 



faith through a difficult season. Not only has her 
husband recently divorced her because she has chosen 
to follow Jesus, but Z has also been praying away an 
evil spirit that has plagued her and her daughter at night. 
Z is rejoicing that as she has stood her ground in prayer, 
the spirit has fled! 4. My financial support is down. 
Please ask God for the necessary funds to come in, and 

if God has a part for you to play in bringing up my 
support. Thank you once again, and a very blessed 
Christmas to each one of you! – Margaret 
 Financial contributions to help Margaret and the 
Wolof Ministry should be sent to: Mennonite Mission 
Network, P.O. Box 370 Elkhart, IN 46515-0370. 
Memo: MST De Jong.

Keeping Watch 
Philip Berrigan (1924-2002) 

 
 (This essay was probably written in the 1970s 
so readers should substitute current information 
on pertinent refugees and corporations.) 
 I am pondering the passage at Mark 13:36, and 
my thoughts return to the winter of 1943, to 
nineteen-year-old draftee at Camp Gordon, now 
Fort Gordon, Georgia. The old Springfield rifle is 
heavy; the Georgia winters are damp and cold and 
dark and – Lord, Gawd! – I’ve gotta walk guard for 
four hours. 
 And do I ever watch! I watch for the officer of 
the guard. If he hears a weak challenge (“Halt! Who 
goes there?”) or finds me forgetful of the password 
(Geronimo) or hiding or smoking, it’s weekend KP 
for a month. The minutes and hours drag 
agonizingly by. I’m cold to the bone. Do I ever 
watch for six in the morning and the dawn! 
 So, in this way, the military forced “watching” 
on me. I didn’t choose it. But “watching” should be 
voluntary, should be a nonviolent way of life. 
Scripture is full of it: 
 

 Yes, like the eyes of a servant on the hand of his 

master. Like the eyes of a maid on the hand of her 

mistress. So our eyes are on the Lord our God till we 

are shown favor.   Psalm 123:2 

 

 My soul looks for the Lord more than sentinels for 

daybreak. More than sentinels for daybreak let Israel 

look for the Lord.   Psalm 130:6 

 

 Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on 

which day your Lord will come.  Matthew 24:42 

 

 Be sure of this: If the master of the house had 

known the hour when the thief was coming, he would 

not have let his house be broken into.      Luke 12:39 

 
 Jesus warns us against “sleeping,” against being 
out of it while the world lurches on in its mindless, 

violent way. Jesus summons us to regard the world 
as Gethsemane, to watch and stay awake. Three 
times he had to awaken Peter, James and John in 
the garden as he suffered their abandonment when 
they slept and later their abandonment in his time 
of greatest need. 
 Psychological studies reveal that Americans live 
in less than forty percent awareness, as though our 
minds and spirits cringe before the banality and 
ugliness of national life. Such studies imply an 
enormous waste of potential lost to trivial pursuits 
– game-playing, fantasizing, daydreaming, 
television, self-pity, brooding, boredom, gluttony in 
food or drink. Lost is the prospect of personal and 
social renewal, reading, studying, meditation, 
prayer, teaching, service to the poor, justice and 
peacemaking, and nonviolent resistance to power-
mongering government and corporations. The 
scripture likens such crippled attentiveness to 
death – death before one dies. 
 Yes Jesus commands us to wake and watch. 
Watch for who or what? Watch for the Holy Spirit 
of God who teaches us the life of Jesus Christ. The 
Holy Spirit continues the ministry and sacrifice of 
Jesus, consecrating people unto Him. 
 

 The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and 

remind you of all that I told you. John 14:26 

 
 Upon request, the Holy Spirit will shower us 
with gifts that help us to become like Christ: 
wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, piety, 
fear of God, fortitude. Upon request, the Holy Spirit 
will give us the faith necessary to control our fear. 
“I believe, God; help my unbelief.” Upon request, 
the Holy Spirit will speak the word of God to our 
hearts, the word of truth and life. 
 Watch the words of others, since God often 
speaks to us through sisters and brothers. Watch 
for conformity between words and deeds, and when 
the two are the same, watch only their deeds. Watch 
for heroic women and men who give their lives 
attending victims – the bombed, starved, raped, 
tortured – and to exposing the victimizers from 
within prison and without Watch the hope that they 



give you by the speech of their lives, and then dare 
to extend hope to others. 
 Watch the world through nonviolence and 
become a student of systemic evil. Watch 
nuclearism and the blind, venal paranoia of the 
nuclear club. Watch tens upon tens of wars going 
on worldwide and the arms sales of the United 
States, Russia, and Britain feeding those wars. 
Watch refugees. Watch the transnational money 
system that undergirds corporations. Watch 
corporations themselves as they declare themselves 
“stateless,” as they automate, downsize, fire 
workers, pay less and less taxes, and punish the 
ecology. 
 Yes, watch corporations and their 
accountability to one thing: a financial system 
rightly called a global gambling casino. Watch them 
as they boast about “statelessness” while investing 
vast sums in lobbyists and “buyable” politicians. 
Watch how the biggest and the best – General 
Motors, Lockheed/Martin, Boeing/McDonnell, 
Douglas, General Dynamics, Raytheon and Hughes 
Aircraft – combine military and economic 
oppression. Watch the corporations as they scorn 
government after having obtained everything they 
need: the collapse of Communism, tariff and trade 
agreements, deregulation, lower taxes, less trouble 
from unions, lower wages, police and military 
protection. 
 Only one weapon remains against such massive 
organizations of greed, luxury, and exploitation: 
direct nonviolent action. When official deceit and 
betrayal become intolerable, when national life 
becomes more ugly and despairing, perhaps 
American will regain their faith in God and will 
again say “No!” to the political charlatans, nuclear 
warriors, and corporate parasites. Their “No!” will 
take them to the streets and the official hellholes to 
expose and withstand the legality of terrorism and 
tyranny. 
 Watch, learn, act – the formula for a faithful 
and sane life. 

Bread & Wine: Readings for Lent & Easter 
Plough Publishing House  

 
 

 “…whoever is of Christ belongs to one body, and 

in him we cannot be indifferent to one another. If one 

part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is 

honored, all the parts share its joy” (1 Corinthians 

12:26). 

 
 

  “Indifference to our neighbor and to 
God…represents a real temptation for us Christians. 
Each year during Lent we need to hear once more the 

voice of the prophets who cry out and trouble our 
conscience.” 
  “As a way of overcoming indifference and our 
pretensions to self-sufficiency, I would invite 
everyone to live this Lent as an opportunity for 
engaging in what Pope Benedict XVI called a 
formation of the heart. A merciful heart does not 
mean a weak heart. Anyone who wishes to be 
merciful must have a strong and steadfast heart, 
closed to the tempter but open to God. A heart which 
lets itself be pierced by the Spirit so as to bring love 
along the roads that lead to our brothers and sisters. 
And, ultimately, a poor heart, one which realizes its 
own poverty and gives itself freely for others.”
  “Lent is a time of renewal for the whole church, 
for each community and every believer. Above all it is 
a time of grace: “As God’s fellow workers we urge you 
not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he says, “In the 
time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 
salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of 
God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.” (2 
Corinthians 6:2). 
 God does not ask of us anything that he himself 
has not first given us. ‘We love because he first has 
loved us (1 John 4:19). He is not aloof from us. Each 
one of us has a place in his heart. He knows us by 
name, he cares for us and he seeks us out whenever 
we turn away from him. He is interested in each of us; 
his love does not allow him to be indifferent to what 
happens to us. Usually, when we are healthy and 
comfortable, we forget about others (something God 
the Father never does): we are unconcerned with 
their problems, their sufferings and the injustices 
they endure… Our heart grows cold. As long as I am 
relatively healthy and comfortable, I don’t think 
about those less well off. Today, this selfish attitude 
of indifference has taken on global proportions, to the 
extent that we can speak of a globalization of 
indifference. It is a problem which we, as Christians, 
need to confront.” 
  In his Angelus address Pope Francis recalled 
how Jesus went into the solitude of the wilderness for 
40 days where he successfully overcame temptations 
in “a hand-to-hand combat” with Satan. And through 
his victory over Satan he said, “We have all 
triumphed but we need to protect this victory in our 
daily lives.” 
 He went on to explain how in the wilderness we 
can listen to God’s voice and that of the tempter. And 
we listen to God’s voice through his words, and that’s 
why it’s important to read the Holy Scriptures 
because otherwise we’re unable to resist the lure of 
the evil one. The Pope said it was for this reason that 
he wanted to renew his advice to the faithful to read 
from the Gospels every day and reflect on their 



meanings, even for just ten minutes, and carry 
around a copy in one’s pocket or bag all the time. The 
Lenten wilderness, he continued, “helps us to say ‘no’ 
to worldliness to ‘idols’, it helps us to make 
courageous choices in line with the Gospel and to 
strengthen our solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters.” 
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welcome and will be included, depending on timeliness and 
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