
ANNUAL REPORTS: It’s that time of year again when Ministry Team 

Leaders need to be working on their annual reports and getting them sent 

to Becky as soon as possible. The deadline this year is January 6! 

 

CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE have been practicing hard for the 

upcoming Christmas Eve program. We hope to see you all here at 6:30 

p.m. on December 24! 

 

POINSETTIAS. You are invited to share poinsettias for Advent! Please 

place plants in the Fellowship Hall south window/door area. Plants can 

be taken home after the December 24 Christmas Eve Service. Thank 

you! 

 

OFFERINGS DURING ADVENT will be received per our regular 

offering schedule. In addition, during the offering time each Sunday, the 

children will collect infant receiving blankets from those who bring the 

blankets to the worship service. You may purchase receiving blankets in 

stores, or you may purchase one or more any Sunday morning prior to 

worship at a table in the foyer. The blankets will be our contribution to 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) infant kits. Please note MCC 

infant kit guidelines: Receiving blankets must be lightweight flannel 

and minimum length of 36 inches. Our Christmas Eve offering will be 

for the work of MCC around the world.  

 

DURING THE SUNDAYS OF ADVENT and through Christmas and 

Epiphany, an FMC Instrumental Ensemble will help accompany the 

hymns. All are welcome! If you are interested, contact Pastor Tom at 

pastor@fmchillsboro.com, or 316-617-9755. The musical parts are easy, 

and if you wish, Pastor Tom can arrange to get it to you in advance. 

 

PASTOR TOM'S FAMILY BAND "Five Times Harder" will perform 

a holiday concert here at the church at 4:00 p.m., Sunday December 30. 

The program will feature Christmas music in a variety of styles, 

including classical, bluegrass, and folk. Invite your friends; let's pack the 

church out! 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE the yard sign “No matter 

where you’re from, we’re glad you’re our neighbor” (which Tom talked 

about in his Nov. 25 sermon, and more generally in his candidating 

sermon “Who Is Our Neighbor?), please let Tom know. The cost is $10 

per sign. You may also purchase one directly from KIPCOR in North 

Newton. This would be a wonderful witness to the Hillsboro community. 
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WHAT COULD OUR LIVES LOOK LIKE IF we chose to follow 

God’s wisdom, instead of our own? Join women of faith from across 

Hillsboro as we gather to worship, pray, and learn from a live simulcast 

of incredible speakers at the annual IF:Gathering, February 8 & 9, on the 

campus of Tabor College. Register at: http://ifhillsboro.iflocal.com 

Contact Amanda Abrahams for more information. 

 

 

Among Our Friends 

 

We lift in prayer: Jan Goertz 

                             Jackie Gage, husband of Becky Gage 

 

 

 

BETHEL COLLEGE: 

Kauffman Museum is open through the holidays (closed Mondays, plus 

Tues., Christmas Day, and Tues., New Year’s Day): hours 9:30 a.m.-

4:30 p.m. weekdays, Sat.-Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m. Visit the current special 

exhibit “Better Choose Me: Collecting and Creating with Tobacco Fabric 

Novelties, 1880-1920,” featuring the collection of the late Ethel Ewert 

Abrahams. See www.bethelks.edu/kauffman/ or the Kauffman Museum 

Facebook page for more information. 

 

 

MCC: 

Volunteer with SWAP:  Sharing With Appalachian People (SWAP), a 

program of MCC Great Lakes, has openings for volunteer groups. 

Groups of all ages are an essential component of SWAP's ministry, 

addressing multiple challenges of low-income families in Appalachia, 

including home repair and personal need. If your church has never been 

to one of our SWAP locations, or if it has been a while since you have 

been to SWAP, please consider forming a group to come and experience 

a week at one of the locations in West Virginia or Kentucky. For more 

information go to https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/swap  or 

call Angela Maggard at 606-633-5065. You can also check out the latest 

newsletter at https://mcc.org/media/resources/8302 . 
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