
First Mennonite Church 
Making disciples through loving relationships. 

Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.   Worship – 10:35 a.m.  

December 16, 2018 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

“Receiving God’s Grace” 
 

Gathering Music                                                       Shirley Baltzer 

Welcome                                                   Laurel Koerner and Pastor Tom 

Candle Lighting                                                                   Shirley Baltzer 

*Call to Worship               Zephaniah 3:14-17, 20              Laurel Koerner 
 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against us, God has 

turned away our enemies. The LORD is in our midst; we shall 

fear disaster no more. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not 

let your hands grow weak. 

The LORD, our God, is in our midst, a warrior who gives victory; 

God will rejoice over us with gladness, the Lord will renew us in 

God’s love; God will exult over us with loud singing 

ALL: At that time the Lord will bring us home, at the time when God 

gathers us; God will make us renowned and praised among all the 

peoples of the earth, when God restores our fortunes before our 

eyes, says the LORD. 
 

*Prayer 

*Hymn(s)                     Comfort, comfort, O my people                No. 176 

                                         Hail to the Lord’s anointed                    No. 185 

Advent with the Children                                                         Judy Harder 

Offering                                                                                   Sarah Diener 

(receiving blankets will be gathered) 

Sharing and Prayer                                                                    Pastor Tom 

Hymn                              O Savior, rend the heavens                     No. 175 

Anthem                                  The Winter Carol              Advent Ensemble 

Scripture                                    Luke 3:7-18                      Laurel Koerner 

Message                             What Should We Do?                     Pastor Tom 

*Hymn                    On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry               No. 183 

*Benediction                                                                             Pastor Tom 

 



 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

Today: Mike Brandt, Joshua Diener, Velda Hiebert 

Wednesday: Deryll Amstutz 

Friday: Deanne Duerksen 

           

 

CALENDAR: 

Dec. 16        Third Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 23        Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Dec. 24        Church office is closed; 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 25        MERRY CHRISTMAS! Church office is closed. 

Dec. 30        10 a.m. Worship Service; 4 p.m. Holiday Concert by Five     

                                                                     Times Harder – FMC 

Jan. 6           Annual Reports Due! 

 

 

CARRY-IN MEAL SCHEDULE: 

Jan. 27        Annual Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

102 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS, 67063, Phone 620-947-5662 

Tom Harder, Pastor           Office hours: Mon 9-12, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-5 

    pastor@fmchillsboro.com             Sat 1:30-5   C: 316-617-9755 

Hank Unruh, Youth Pastor           Office hours: Wed afternoon 

  youthpastor@fmchillsboro.com      C: 316-288-1079 

Becky Gage, Secretary           Office hours: Mon - Fri 9-12 

   secretary@fmchillsboro.com         C: 620-381-0103 

Tim Unruh, custodian                       Office hours: Varies 

    timu@tabor.edu                            C: 620-947-1585  

 

The church building is open from 9am to noon Mon. – Fri. and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues., 

Wed., and Fri. except for holidays. For assistance outside of those times, please contact 

Tim Unruh at 620-947-1585. Please schedule all meetings & events at FMC through the 

church office. 

mailto:secretary@fmchillsboro.com


 

 
 

Luke 3:7-18 
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God 

is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In 

reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with 

anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no 

more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked 

him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 

satisfied with your wages.” 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 

to the people. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


