
First Mennonite Church 
Making disciples through loving relationships. 

Worship – 10:00 a.m. 

December 30, 2018 

 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music                                                       Shirley Baltzer 

Welcome and Announcements                                             Aleen Ratzlaff 

Prelude to Worship                                                              Shirley Baltzer 

*Call to Worship                                                                  Aleen Ratzlaff 

 

The Word has become flesh; God now walks among us! 

Through Jesus, God is fully made known. 

All creation is renewed, experiencing the grace and truth of God, 

through the birth and life of Jesus. 

And all who believe are the children of God, brought together to 

experience the unity of the whole human race. 

ALL: Praise be to God for the abundant love and shalom we now       

         experience! 

 

*Hymn                              O come, all ye faithful                          No. 212 

*Prayer                                                                                 Aleen Ratzlaff 

Hymn                                 Nun ist sie ershienen                back of bulletin 

 

SHARING 

Children’s Story                                                                   Aleen Ratzlaff 

Song                                   You gave us hope         Holly & Congregation 

Sharing and Prayer                                                                   Doug Miller 

Offering                                                                               Shirley Baltzer 

 

LISTENING 

Scripture                                  I John 4:7-12                        Aleen Ratzlaff 

Reflections                                                                            Aleen Ratzlaff 

“How have you seen and experienced God’s presence and love in this 

year?” 

 

RESPONDING 

*Hymn                         O little town of Bethlehem                         No. 191 

*Benediction                                                                        Aleen  Ratzlaff 



 

 
 

           

PASTOR TOM'S FAMILY BAND "Five Times Harder" will perform 

a holiday concert here at the church at 4:00 p.m., TODAY. The program 

will feature Christmas music in a variety of styles, including classical, 

bluegrass, and folk. Invite your friends; let's pack the church out! 

 

ANNUAL REPORTS: Please get your annual reports to Becky as soon 

as possible. The deadline this year is January 6! 

 

WHAT COULD OUR LIVES LOOK LIKE IF we chose to follow 

God’s wisdom, instead of our own? Join women of faith from across 

Hillsboro as we gather to worship, pray, and learn from a live simulcast 

of incredible speakers at the annual IF:Gathering, February 8 & 9, on the 

campus of Tabor College. Register at: http://ifhillsboro.iflocal.com 

Contact Amanda Abrahams for more information. 

 

 

Among Our Friends 

We lift in prayer: Dwight Schmidt, brother of Julie Kaiser 

                             Jan Goertz 

                             Ken Funk 

 

 

CALENDAR: 

Dec. 30        4 p.m. Holiday Concert by Five Times Harder – FMC 

Jan. 3           7 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 

Jan. 6           Annual Reports Due! 

Jan. 9           Wednesday Evening Meal and Activities Resume 

                     8 p.m. Care Committee Meeting 

Jan. 24         7 p.m. Ministries Council Meeting 

Jan. 27         Annual Meeting following Worship and Carry-In 
 

 

 

CARRY-IN MEAL SCHEDULE: 

Jan. 27        Annual Meeting  
 

 

http://ifhillsboro.iflocal.com/


 

 

“Nun ist sie ershienen”  

(“The sun has now risen in heavenly glory”) 

Nun ist sie erschienen, die himmlische Sonne,  

Und strahlt durch die irdische Nacht;  

Darum trocknet die Thraenen und jauchzet vor Wonne;  

Denn den Menschen ist Heil nun in Christo gebracht.  

CHORUS: Dem Heiland sei Ehre, Frieden und Heil der Welt  

In Christo dem Retter, und Heil uns bestellt. 

 

The sun has now risen in heavenly glory, 

And shines through the darkness of night. 

Now rejoice and sing praises, yea show the glad story 

For in Christ the Redeemer is healing and light. 

CHORUS: To God be the glory and goodwill to men. 

Through Christ our Redeemer shall peace come again. 

 

 

 

1 John 4:7-12 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever 

does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love 

was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

 

 

 


