
Genesis 15:1-12 
15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the LORD; and 
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

7 Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of 
the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O 
Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to 
him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 
10 He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half 
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 
them away. 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and 
a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

Monday: Erin Unruh 
Wednesday: Tracy Hefley 
Thursday: Rex & DeVonne Abrahams 

 
 
CALENDAR 
March 19        6:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
March 20        12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Trinity   
                                             (Pastor Tom speaking) 
March 24        Third Sunday of Lent 
March 27        12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Hillsboro UMC   
                                           (Norma Duerksen speaking)  
March 29        Mike Fetters & Tom Harder – Donut Hole, 7:30-10 p.m. 
March 31        Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 



 
 

                                    In Christ - 
             Making Disciples through 
                Loving Relationships. 

 

                                       Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
       Worship 10:35 a.m. 

 

                         The Second Sunday of Lent – March 17, 2019 
 

Blessed Hunger, Holy Feast: 
When dark fear overwhelms us, God gathers us together in safe shelter.  

We seek the light of God’s face. 
 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music  Shirley Baltzer 
Welcome and Announcements  Aleen and Pastor Tom 
Prelude to Worship  Shirley Baltzer 
*Call to Worship  Based on Psalms 63 and 91 Aleen Ratzlaff 
               

O God, you are our God. We seek you. 
Our souls thirst for you as in a dry and weary land  
where there is no water. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation—we shall not be afraid. 
We will wait for the Lord, and take courage,  
for we will see God’s goodness.   
ALL: O God, you satisfy our souls as with a rich feast. In the   
         shadow of your wings, we sing for joy, and you uphold us. 

 

*Hymns of Gathering                                     Shirley Baltzer & Pastor Tom 
      All This Pain                                                                             Handout 
      Great Is Your Faithfulness (Your Grace Is Enough)                Handout 
 

Children’s Story                                                                    Deryll Amstutz 
(The cups at the end of the pews are for your spare change that will help support 

the MCC Relief Sale.) 
 

SHARING 
Sharing and Prayer  Pastor Tom 
Offering  Shirley Baltzer 
Prayer Song You Are All We Have Handout 
 

LISTENING 
Scripture                  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 Aleen Ratzlaff 
Message A Smoking Fire Pot, a Flaming Torch Pastor Tom 
 



RESPONDING 
*Hymn The God of Abraham praise No. 162 
Confession and Reconciliation  Pastor Tom 
 

Prayer 
Sheltering God, we seek you, for you alone are our light and 
salvation. When darkness moves into our lives, we seek your 
face. 
When fears overcome us and paralyze us, we seek your face.  
(pause) 

When our souls hunger for your shelter, we seek your face  
(pause) 

In the morning and in the evening,  
we will seek the face of our God 
(pause) 

Our generous God provides for us. 
 

SENDING 
Hymn When the storms of life are raging No. 558 
*Benediction  Pastor Tom 
 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us this morning! 
 

THE OVERALL THEME for this year’s season of Lent is “Blessed 
Hunger, Holy Feast.”  This theme evokes the human emptiness and 
yearning we experience, along with the fulfillment God longs to provide.  
A focus statement each Sunday captures the specific direction of that 
day’s Scripture lections. The climax for each Sunday is intended to be 
the ritual of Confession and Reconciliation, in which both human 
yearning and God’s providence are dramatically stated. Visual elements, 
in particular an empty bowl, further illustrate the theme. 
 

OUR “SWOT” ANALYSIS (no, not “swat” ☺) begins this Wednesday 
evening at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall, immediately following supper.  
Standing for “Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats,” and led 
by Pastor Tom (along with the Vision Council), this process will help us 
discern our mission for the next five to ten years. Everyone’s 
participation is eagerly urged! 
 

FMC CHOIR PRACTICE starts this Wednesday evening at 8:00 p.m. 
Join us for the next four weeks as we prepare songs for Lent and Easter. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Among our Friends 
 

We lift in prayer: Marci Heidebrecht and family  
                           Bonnie Funk and family 
                           Julie Anderson  
                           Jan Goertz 



Please be in prayer for Nichole, Tia, and Skye Rivera, family of Lester 
and Donna Funk, that they may experience the Lord at Women’s 
Encounter this weekend. 
 
 
BETHEL COLLEGE: 
- Sun., March 24 – Bethel College Concert Choir Home Concert, 7 
p.m., Memorial Hall 
 

- Currently in the Regier Gallery in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel 
College – “Dichotomies II: Images of Fantasy and Reality,” photography 
and photo abstraction by John Ellert. Regular gallery hours are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. weekdays, 2-4 p.m. Sundays (hours may change for Bethel College 
spring break, March 17-24). 
 
HESSTON COLLEGE: 
- Hesston College piano instructor Dr. Mei Li, a dynamic pianist who was 
born in Chengdu, China, to a musical family, will present a lecture recital, 
“The Key Characteristics of Franz Liszt’s Late Piano Works,” at 7 p.m., 
Monday, March 18, at Hesston Mennonite Church on the Hesston 
College campus. Dr. Li is a Liszt scholar who completed her doctoral 
research on the works of Liszt’s late period under the direction of 
distinguished Liszt authority, Alan Walker. Her recital will be a 
presentation of a group of piano music of Liszt’s final period and 
discussion of two main categories – death and despair – into which 
Liszt’s late works often fall. 
 
TABOR COLLEGE: 
Tabor College is inviting our church family to hear Dr. David Dockery’s 
free public presentation on the topic, “Understanding a Christian 
Worldview.” The presentation will begin at 7 p.m. Sunday, March 31, in 
Richert Auditorium within the Shari Flaming Center for the Arts. Dr. 
Dockery is regarded as one of the outstanding leaders and statesmen in 
the world of Christian higher education. He was an editor for the CSB 
Worldview Study Bible project. 
 
MCC CENTRAL STATES: 
The Beating Guns Tour – Shane Claiborne and Michael Martin are on a 
national tour and will be at Hesston Mennonite Church on Thursday, 
March 21 at 7 p.m. Inspired by the biblical prophets’ call to “beat swords 
into plowshares,” experience the transformation of a gun into a garden 
tool. This 90-minute event features music, art and stories of people 
impacted by gun violence. Registration is requested 
at hesston.edu/beating-guns and for more information 
visit beatingguns.com.  Check out MCC’s Lenten reflection on gun 
violence prevention (including an education resources, action steps and 
more) at mcc.org/lenten-reflection. 
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