
Luke 13:1-9 
13 At that very time there were some present who told him about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all 
other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the 
tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse 
offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So 
he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 
Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for 
one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it 
bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it 
down.’” 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

Monday: Ethan Koerner 
Thursday: Katherine Hamm* 
Saturday: Robin Ottoson 
 

* = Extended Fellowship 

 
 
 
CALENDAR 
March 27        12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Hillsboro UMC   
                                           (Norma Duerksen speaking)  
March 29        Mike Fetters & Tom Harder – Donut Hole, 7:30-10 p.m. 
March 31        Fourth Sunday of Lent 
April 3             8 p.m. Care Committee Meeting 
                       12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Hillsboro UMC 
                                                 (First MB speaking) 
April 4             7 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 
April 10           12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Parkview MB 
                                              (Tom Byford speaking) 
April 11           7 p.m. Ministries Council Meeting 
April 14           Palm Sunday 
April 19           Good Friday 
April 21           Easter 



 
 

                                    In Christ - 
             Making Disciples through 
                Loving Relationships. 

 

                                       Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
       Worship 10:35 a.m. 

 

                         The Third Sunday of Lent – March 24, 2019 
 

Blessed Hunger, Holy Feast: 
When we become empty and weary from things that do not satisfy, God 

pours out life-giving drink. We turn from destruction to God’s grace. 
 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music  Maryn Robson 
Welcome and Announcements  Glenn Wiebe & Pastor Tom 
Prelude to Worship O let all who thirst No. 495 
*Call to Worship  Based on Psalm 63 Maura Wiebe 
               

O God, you are our God. We seek you. 
Our souls thirst for you as in a dry and weary land  
where there is no water. 
We have seen you in the sanctuary, and know your power and glory. 
We will praise you and bless you as long as we live.   
O God, you satisfy our souls as with a rich feast.  In the shadow 
of your wings, we sing for joy, and you uphold us. 

 

*Hymns of Gathering                                    Maryn Robson & Pastor Tom 
      All This Pain                                                                             Handout 
      Shine, Jesus, shine                                                         Grey Sgbk 29 
 

Children’s Story                                                                    Deryll Amstutz 
(The cups at the end of the pews are for your spare change that will help support the 

MCC Relief Sale.) 
 

SHARING 
Sharing and Prayer  Pastor Tom 
Offering  Maryn Robson 
Prayer Song You Are All We Have Handout 
 

LISTENING 
Scripture                  Luke 13:1-9 Glenn Wiebe 
Message Cut Down the Fig Tree! Pastor Tom 
 

RESPONDING 
*Hymn Freely, freely Grey Sgbk 51 
Confession and Reconciliation  Pastor Tom 



Prayer 
God of life, we listen to you, for you alone have the words of life.  
When we realize that we have paid too much attention to the 
voices in our world, we listen to you. 
When we sense the poverty of our souls, we listen to you. 
(pause) 

When our souls hunger for abundant life, we listen to you. 
(pause) 

In the morning and in the evening,  
we will listen to you. 
(pause) 

Our generous God provides for us. 
 

SENDING 
Hymn Longing for light   Grey Sgbk 1 
*Benediction  Pastor Tom 
 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us this morning! 
 

THE OVERALL THEME for this year’s season of Lent is “Blessed 
Hunger, Holy Feast.” This theme evokes the human emptiness and 
yearning we experience, along with the fulfillment God longs to provide.  
A focus statement each Sunday captures the specific direction of that 
day’s Scripture lections. The climax for each Sunday is intended to be 
the ritual of Confession and Reconciliation, in which both human 
yearning and God’s providence are dramatically stated. Visual elements, 
in particular an empty bowl, further illustrate the theme. 
 

OUR “SWOT” ANALYSIS (no, not “swat” ☺) continues this Wednesday 
evening at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall, immediately following supper.  
Standing for “Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats,” and led 
by Pastor Tom, this process will help us discern our mission for the next 
five to ten years. Everyone’s participation is eagerly urged! This 
Wednesday we will identify our weaknesses. (If you were unable to 
participate in this past Wednesday’s session on Strengths but would like 
to, contact Pastor Tom.) 
 

CALL FOR DELEGATES 
Two church conference opportunities are coming this 
summer. Mennonite Church USA will meet for its biennial convention in 
Kansas City from July 2 through 6. Information for MennoCon19 can be 
found online: convention.mennoniteusa.org. Western District 
Conference will hold its annual assembly on July 26-27. 
See mennowdc.org. First Mennonite invites persons interested in either 
or both of these events to consider representing our congregation as 
delegates. If you are considering this, please contact Pastor Tom or 
Doug Miller. 
 

http://convention.mennoniteusa.org/
http://convention.mennoniteusa.org/
http://mennowdc.org/
http://mennowdc.org/


FMC CHOIR PRACTICE continues this Wednesday evening at 8:00 p.m. 
Join us for the next three weeks as we prepare songs for Lent and 
Easter. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Among our Friends 
 

We lift in prayer: Julie Anderson  
                           Jan Goertz 
 
BETHEL COLLEGE: 
- Sun., March 24 – Bethel College Concert Choir Home Concert, 7 
p.m., Memorial Hall 
 
HESSTON COLLEGE: 
Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts presents The Ruth Moody Band at 7:30 
p.m., Tuesday, April 9, at Bethel College's Memorial Hall. Moody is 
member of The Wailin' Jennys. Purchase tickets at hesstonbethel.org. In 
addition to the concert, Moody and singer-songwriter, Anthony da Costa 
will offer a song-writing and arranging workshop on Wednesday, April 
10, from 10:30 a.m. to noon at Memorial Hall. Seating is limited for the 
workshop, so if you would like to attend, please 
email holly.swartzendruber@hesston.edu by April 1. If you have an 
original song you would like to perform at the workshop, please include a 

video file or link to the song to be considered. 
 
TABOR COLLEGE: 
Tabor College is inviting our church family to hear Dr. David Dockery’s 
free public presentation on the topic, “Understanding a Christian 
Worldview.” The presentation will begin at 7 p.m. Sunday, March 31, in 
Richert Auditorium within the Shari Flaming Center for the Arts. Dr. 
Dockery is regarded as one of the outstanding leaders and statesmen in 
the world of Christian higher education. He was an editor for the CSB 
Worldview Study Bible project. 
 
EVERENCE: 
Everence Medicare workshops scheduled for North Newton and 
Hutchinson. Everence will hold informative Medicare workshops at its 
offices in North Newton and Hutchinson in April. Attendees will learn 
about the various Medicare plans and what they cover; plans that 
supplement Medicare; and enrollment details and deadlines. 
The North Newton presentation will be held at 3179 N. Main St. on 
Tuesday, April 2 (6:30 p.m.). The Hutchinson presentation will be held 
at 524 E. 30th Ave. on Thursday, April 11 (6:30 p.m.). 
 

Space is limited. Reserve your spot soon by contacting Michelle Ramer 
at (316) 283-3800; (877) 467-7294 or michelle.ramer@everence.com. 

http://hesstonbethel.org/
http://hesstonbethel.org/
mailto:holly.swartzendruber@hesston.edu
mailto:holly.swartzendruber@hesston.edu
mailto:michelle.ramer@everence.com
mailto:michelle.ramer@everence.com

