
EVERENCE: 
Everence Medicare workshops scheduled for North Newton and 
Hutchinson. Everence will hold informative Medicare workshops at its 
offices in North Newton and Hutchinson in April. Attendees will learn 
about the various Medicare plans and what they cover; plans that 
supplement Medicare; and enrollment details and deadlines. 
The North Newton presentation will be held at 3179 N. Main St. on 
Tuesday, April 2 (6:30 p.m.). The Hutchinson presentation will be held 
at 524 E. 30th Ave. on Thursday, April 11 (6:30 p.m.). 
 

Space is limited. Reserve your spot soon by contacting Michelle Ramer 
at (316) 283-3800; (877) 467-7294 or michelle.ramer@everence.com. 
 
MCC: 
Explore the global issue of fast fashion by watching the documentary 
film True Cost at MCC in North Newton on April 9 at 7 p.m. Directed by 
Andrew Morgan, the film looks at environmental, social and 
psychological aspects of consumerism and mass media focused on the 
global garment industry. Also hear briefly from MCC about how our thrift 
shop network is working to reduce the harms caused by fast fashion, 
here and around the world. Light snacks will be provided while you watch 
the movie. Questions? Contact sarahfleming@mcc.org. 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

Sunday: Maura Wiebe, Jackie Gage 
Tuesday: Jan Goertz, Kent Funk, Martha Krause 
Friday: Mieka Bartel 
Saturday: Harold and Susan Schultz 
 
 

CALENDAR 
March 31        Fourth Sunday of Lent 
                       Eat n Greet – Blue/Gold room – Tabor College 
April 3             8 p.m. Care Committee Meeting 
                       12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Hillsboro UMC 
                                                 (First MB speaking) 
April 4             7 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 
April 6             11 – 1 p.m. Mike Fetters & Tom Harder – Fairmount 
April 9             7 p.m. Vision Council Meeting 
April 10           12 – 1 p.m. Community Lenten Lunch – Parkview MB 
                                              (Tom Byford speaking) 
April 11           7 p.m. Ministries Council Meeting 
April 13           10 – 12 p.m. Mike Fetters & Tom Harder – Rhubarb Market 
April 14           Palm Sunday 
April 19           Good Friday 
April 21           Easter 
April 26           7:30 – 10 p.m. Mike Fetters & Tom Harder – Donut Hole 
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                                    In Christ - 
             Making Disciples through 
                Loving Relationships. 

 

                                       Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
       Worship 10:35 a.m. 

 

                         The Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 31, 2019 
 

Blessed Hunger, Holy Feast: 
When we are lost and far from God, God reaches out with open arms. 

We get up and enter the feast of reconciliation. 
 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music  Shirley Baltzer 
Welcome and Announcements  Kelly & Pastor Tom 
Prelude to Worship  Shirley Baltzer 
*Call to Worship  Based on Psalms 63 and 32 Kelly Linnens 
 

O God, you are our God. We seek you. 
Our souls thirst for you as in a dry and weary land  
where there is no water. 
We confess our sin to you, and you forgive us. 
WE offer our prayers to you, and you forgive us.   
ALL: O God, you satisfy our souls as with a rich feast. In the   
         shadow of your wings, we sing for joy, and you uphold us. 

 

*Hymns of Gathering                                     Shirley Baltzer & Pastor Tom 
      All This Pain                                                                             Handout 
      Sing praise to God who reigns                                                   No. 59 
 

Children’s Story                                                                    Deryll Amstutz 
(The cups at the end of the pews are for your spare change that will help support the 

MCC Relief Sale.) 

 
SHARING 

Sharing and Prayer  Pastor Tom 
Offering  Shirley Baltzer 
Prayer Song You Are All We Have Handout 
 

LISTENING 
Scripture                  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 Kelly Linnens 
Message The Journey Home Pastor Tom 

 



RESPONDING 
*Hymn Amazing grace! No. 143 
Confession and Reconciliation  Pastor Tom 
Prayer 

God of steadfast love, we put our trust in your care for us. When 
we need to find our way home, we put our trust in you. 
When we need forgiveness, we put our trust in you. 
(pause) 
When our souls hunger for a new way of living, we put our trust in you. 
(pause) 
In the morning and in the evening,  
we will put our trust in you. 
(pause) 
Our generous God provides for us. 
 

SENDING 
Hymn A wonderful Savior is Jesus No. 598 
*Benediction  Pastor Tom 
 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us this morning! 
 

THE OVERALL THEME for this year’s season of Lent is “Blessed 
Hunger, Holy Feast.” This theme evokes the human emptiness and 
yearning we experience, along with the fulfillment God longs to provide.  
A focus statement each Sunday captures the specific direction of that 
day’s Scripture lections. The climax for each Sunday is intended to be 
the ritual of Confession and Reconciliation, in which both human 
yearning and God’s providence are dramatically stated. Visual elements, 
in particular an empty bowl, further illustrate the theme. 
 

OUR “SWOT” ANALYSIS (no, not swat, snot, or shot ☺) continues this 
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall, immediately 
following supper.  Standing for “Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
Threats,” and led by Pastor Tom, this process will help us discern our 
mission for the next five to ten years. Everyone’s participation is eagerly 
urged! This Wednesday we will identify our Opportunities. (If you were 
unable to participate in this past Wednesday’s session on Weaknesses 
but would like to, contact Pastor Tom.) 
 
FMC CHOIR PRACTICE continues this Wednesday evening at 8:00 p.m. 
Join us for the next two weeks as we prepare songs for Lent and Easter. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 
AFTER WORSHIP EAT N GREET today in the Tabor College blue/gold 
room at the cafeteria entrance. All you can eat buffet. $11.50 – seniors, 
$12.75 – others. 
 



TODAY, AT 6:00 P.M., Ebenfeld MB Church invites you to an evening of 
contemporary worship music and a small devotion, led by Pastor Colton 
Olsen. This service is called WUN - Worship Unafraid Night. It will be 
held at the historic church on Tabor campus. Bring your youth group, a 
neighbor or friend and join others for an hour of singing, where you can 
enjoy an atmosphere of praising Jesus with raised hands and open 
hearts. 
    

Among our Friends 
We lift in prayer: Julie Anderson, Jan Goertz 
 
BETHEL COLLEGE: 
Mon., April 1 – Bethel College Jazz at Mojo’s has been cancelled. 
 

Sat., April 6 – Kauffman Museum First-Saturday Bird Walk. Meet at 7 
a.m. in the museum parking lot, corner of Main and 27th streets, North 
Newton – experienced birders will lead a walk of 1 to 1.5 hours. 
 
HESSTON COLLEGE: 
Hesston-Bethel Performing Arts presents The Ruth Moody Band at 7:30 
p.m., Tuesday, April 9, at Bethel College's Memorial Hall. Moody is 
member of The Wailin' Jennys. Purchase tickets at hesstonbethel.org. In 
addition to the concert, Moody and singer-songwriter Anthony da Costa 
will offer a song-writing and arranging workshop on Wednesday, April 
10, from 10:30 a.m. to noon at Memorial Hall. Seating is limited for the 
workshop, so if you would like to attend, please email 
holly.swartzendruber@hesston.edu by April 1. If you have an original 
song you would like to perform at the workshop, please include a video 

file or link to the song to be considered. 
 
TABOR COLLEGE: 
- Tabor College is inviting our church family to hear Dr. David Dockery’s 
free public presentation on the topic, “Understanding a Christian 
Worldview.” The presentation will begin at 7 p.m. Sunday, March 31, in 
Richert Auditorium within the Shari Flaming Center for the Arts. Dr. 
Dockery is regarded as one of the outstanding leaders and statesmen in 
the world of Christian higher education. He was an editor for the CSB 
Worldview Study Bible project. 
 

- Tabor College Music Department will present a Faculty Chamber 
Recital at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 14, 2019, in the Tabor College Richert 
Auditorium. The program will feature Dr. Ji Yon Shim Anderson on cello 
and Dr. Sheila Litke on piano. Also included will be three beautiful hymn 
arrangements for cello and piano by Dr. Richard Nichols. This will be a 
delightful program sharing some lovely music. The event is free and 
open to the public.  
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Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to 

listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling 

and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 So he told them this parable: 

11b “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them 

said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 

will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 A 

few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to 

a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 

dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine 

took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 

that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He 

would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 

eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to 

himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up 

and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he 

set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 

father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 

arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his 

slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 

him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the 

fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 

they began to celebrate. 

 

 



 

 

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called 

one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, 

‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 

because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became 

angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to 

plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 

disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a 

young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when 

this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father 

said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother 

of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 

found.’” 

 

 

 


