
Philemon 1:1-21 

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2 to Apphia our 
sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your 
house: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my 
God 5 because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith 
toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the sharing of your faith may 
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do 
for Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement 
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 
refreshed through you, my brother. 

8 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command 
you to do your duty, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis 
of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful both to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own 
heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that he 
might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment 
for the gospel; 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not 
something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated 
from you for a while, so that you might have him back 
forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved 
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the 
flesh and in the Lord. 

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 
welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you 
anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with 
my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me 
even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from 
you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your 
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more 
than I say. 



Sabeel Wave of Prayer 
 

On Monday, the 26th of August, the Israeli military arrived in the 
al-Makhrour region, near Bethlehem, to demolish the home and 
restaurant of the Palestinian Christian Qaissia family. They have 
already had their property demolished on two separate occasions, 
once in 2012 and again in 2015 and have had to rebuild at great 
cost. On each occasion an Israeli organization has made a claim 
on their family property and they have been denied due process in 
the courts. The distressing demolition was filmed and may be 
witnessed on Facebook, as made available by the Good 
Shepherd Collective. 

• Lord, we pray for the Qaissia family who have suffered 
the trauma of having their home and business 
demolished three times now. We pray for provision for 
them and for your healing and peace. We pray too for 
the end the occupation and the resulting acts. Lord, in 
your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 

 

The 1st Sabeel International Gathering will take place from the 
2nd – 7th December this year in Palestine. This new initiative will 
bring friends of Sabeel together with other organizations working 
for justice and peace in Palestine and Israel. 

• Lord, we thank you for those who are encouraging 
others to take the time to join in this time of learning 
and fellowship with the Palestinian people. Bless them 
in their work as they promote this ecumenical 
gathering. Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 

• We join with the World Council of Churches in their 
prayers for the countries of Benin, Côte d’Ivoire and 
Togo. Lord, in your mercy…   

 

 


