
Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to 

be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is 

my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Acts 16:11-15 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, 

the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a 

leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 

remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went 

outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place 

of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had 

gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, 

was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 

purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was 

said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she 

urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
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                                    In Christ - 
             Making Disciples through 
                Loving Relationships. 

 

                                       Worship 10:00 a.m. 
         Fellowship, Lunch 12:00 p.m. 

 

 Proper 21 – September 29, 2019 
 

Camp Retreat Sunday: “Down to the River” 
 

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 

said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:16-17 

 

GATHERING 
Music for Gathering and Reflection  Deanne, Sarah, Tom 
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting Kelly Linnens 
*Call to Worship  (Psalm 46:1-6, 10-11)  
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,  
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;  
though its waters roar and foam,  
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
the holy habitation of the Most High.  
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;  
God will help it when the morning dawns.  
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;  
he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
 “Be still, and know that I am God!  
I am exalted among the nations,  
I am exalted in the earth.”  
The LORD of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

*Prayer   
*Singing River of Life Insert 
 Peace Like a River 
Litany  Psalm 65 
 



Singing Waterfall Insert 
 When peace like a river No. 336 
 

Children’s Story Julie Linnens 
 

SHARING 
Sharing and Prayer  Pastor Tom 
Hymn As I went down to the river SJ 79 
 

LISTENING 
Scripture  Matthew 3:13-17 
  Acts 16:11-15 
Message Down to the River Pastor Tom 

 
RESPONDING 

 

Celebrating the Ritual of Baptism  Pastors Hank and Tom 
      Meeting the Candidates: Joe Knoll and Sarah Diener 
      The Baptismal Questions 
      Going “Down to the River” 
      Congregational Response  No. 777 
                 

*Hymn I saw a tree by the riverside SS 116 
*Benediction  Pastor Tom 
 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us this morning! 
 

 
AMONG OUR FRIENDS 

We lift these friends in prayer: 
                                    Julie and Eldon Kaiser, Elsie Phillips, 
                                    Eric Bartel, Julie Anderson 
 
 
HESSTON COLLEGE: 
- Hesston College's annual Cultures Fair will be from 7 to 9 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 7 in the Hesston Mennonite Church Community Center on 
the Hesston College campus. In fall 2019, the campus boasts students 
from 25 countries - many of whom will share their hearts through food, 
games, dance, vocal and instrumental music. A family-friendly event. 
Free and open to the public. 
 
- All singers are invited to sing in the annual Hesston College 
Masterworks performance on Saturday, November 16. This year's 
performance will be Song of Wisdom. Rehearsals begin October 7. For 
more information, go to hesston.edu/masterworks or contact Russell 
Adrian at russell.adrian@hesston.edu or 620-327-8143. 
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MCC: 
The MCC Mobile Meat Cannery will be at MCC in North Newton from 
Oct. 24-Nov. 5. Please call the MCC office for more information 
316.283.2727. Not sure what meat canning actually is? Check out this 
video for a quick introduction: https://youtu.be/eAxo0moMz3M. People of 
all ages are encouraged to sign-up, there’s a job for everyone! 
  
Youth/College Meat Canning Day, October 26, at MCC in North 
Newton! Calling all youth, youth groups and college-age young adults to 
sign up by calling Jason Unruh at 620.381.4328 by October 10. The 
times will be flexible depending on the needs of who signs up. In order to 
make this work, we need to make sure we have enough volunteers. If we 
don't get enough signed up, we won't can any meat that day. Bring your 
friends, come to meet new friends and help to make quality protein 
possible for people in our communities and around the world.   
 
Join MCC for a South Texas Borderlands learning tour, November 3-
8. This learning tour will be packed with opportunities for learning about 
immigration. From talking with MCC partners who work in legal 
representation, to those that do water drops, to providing shelter to those 
recently released. You will also connect with people who have lived the 
immigrant experience, visit Mennonite churches on the border, hear 
perspectives from south of the border, and visit a detention center. You 
will have a first-hand learning experience on the impact of policy and see 
the hope of incredible people working to extend God’s love and 
compassion for all. The cost for the trip is $700, plus airfare. Please 
contact anahinojosa@mcc.org or jordanpenner@mcc.org for more 
information. 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

Today: Eric & Danielle Bartel 
Thursday: Ryan Kaiser 
Friday: Herb Bartel 
Saturday: Tom Harder 

 

 
CALENDAR 
Oct 1-7     Pastor Tom gone for Hymnal Committee 
Oct 6     World Communion Sunday; Keith Harder Speaking 
Oct 8     7 p.m. Vision Council Meeting 
Oct 9     8 p.m. Care Committee Meeting 
Oct 13     Dedication of Magnolia Bartel 
Oct 17     7 p.m. Ministries Council Meeting 
Oct 20     Tabor Sunday 
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