
Psalm 122 

1 I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2 Our feet are standing 

    within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem—built as a city 

    that is bound firmly together. 
4 To it the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, 

    the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

    “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls, 

    and security within your towers.” 
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends 

    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

    I will seek your good. 
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                                    In Christ - 
             Making Disciples through 
                Loving Relationships. 

 

                                       Worship 10:00 a.m. 
       Sunday School 11:15 a.m. 

 

 First Sunday of Advent – December 1, 2019 
 

Together we enter the season of Advent crying out to God to break 
into our lives with a new light and a new hope. We ask the question, 

God what are you waiting for? 
 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music  Shirley Baltzer 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Greeting Aleen Ratzlaff 
 

Prelude to Worship   
 

*Call to Worship   
 

Oh God, our God, we cry out to you. 
Asking, will your kingdom of peace be established  
on this broken earth? 
Are you coming to intervene,  
to make whole your divided creation? 
God, what are you waiting for? 

 
*Prayer  
 

*Hymn O come, O come, Immanuel (vs. 1-3) No. 172 
 

Advent with the Children  Judy Harder 
      Isaiah 2:1-5 (from “Advent Candle Liturgies,” by Rachel Hackenberg) 
      Advent Candle Lighting 
      Hymn Hope is a Candle Pew Insert 

 
SHARING 

Offering  Shirley Baltzer 
*Special offering next week will go to the local budget unless otherwise designated. 

 

Sharing and Prayer  Pastor Tom 
 

Hymn Savior of the nations, come! No. 173 



LISTENING 
Scripture  Psalm 122 
 

Message The Peace of Jerusalem Pastor Tom 

  
RESPONDING          

Confession 
Forgive me, Lord, for not expecting you, 
Even when you have told me that you are coming. 
Forgive me, Lord, for being asleep, 
Even when you have asked me to wait for you. 
Forgive me, Lord, for my carelessness, 
When all you have asked of me is to care. 
Forgive me, Lord, for failing to see you, 
When your face is so obvious. 
(silence) 
Blessed be our God, who invites us to talk in the light of the Lord! 

 

Hymn O come, O come, Immanuel (vs. 4-6) No. 172 
 

Sharing the Lord’s Supper 
 Invitation 
 Receiving the Bread and Cup   
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Hymn Come, let us go Purple Sgbk 63 
 

Benediction  Pastor Tom 
 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us this morning! 
 
TODAY IS THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT! Our worship services 
throughout Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany will be based in part on the 
denominational worship curriculum and its theme “What Are You Waiting 
For?” That question will be directed toward God in Advent 1 and 2, 
toward ourselves in Advent 3 and 4, and toward the congregation on the 
first Sunday after Christmas and Epiphany Sunday. Emotive themes for 
the six Sundays will be frustration, impatience, despair, hesitancy, 
praise, and extension of grace, respectively. Times for Children will be 
led by Judy Harder. The First Sunday of Advent is also the first Sunday 
of the Christian Year on the liturgical calendar (Year A, if you keep track 
of such things). As is our tradition at First Mennonite, we will share the 
ritual of Communion with one another. 
 
THE ADVENT CHOIR will practice at 7 p.m. Wednesday December 4 
and 11 in the sanctuary. We will sing during the service on December 15. 
Join us! 
 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS GIVING 
All ages are invited to give money and/or kit items in support of 
Mennonite Central Committee projects. See the table in the foyer for 
information about infant, detainee, and prison kits serving those in need 
around the world. Children are also invited to bring money to place in 
globe coin banks during children’s stories. 
 

 
AMONG OUR FRIENDS 

We lift these friends in prayer: 
  Elaine Jantzen, Joel Klaassen, Julie Anderson, 
              Zach Haskins, Elsie Phillips, Eric Bartel 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

Wednesday: Caleb Diener 

 
 
CALENDAR 

NO WEDNESDAY EVENING MEAL OR ACTIVITIES  
UNTIL JANUARY 8 

 

Dec 5     7 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
Dec 8     10 a.m. Spirit ‘N Celebration joins us for Worship 
Dec 10     7 p.m. Vision Council Meeting 
Dec 13     Annual Reports Due 
Dec 15     Christmas on the Plaza (more details to come!) 
Dec 18     Rehearsal for Christmas Eve Service 
Dec 20     Amahl and the Night Visitors 
Dec 22     4 p.m. Five Times Harder Concert 
Dec 24     6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
Dec 25     MERRY CHRISTMAS! Office closed 

 
Isaiah 2:1-5 (paraphrase) 

 One day we will arrive. One day our hearts  

 will catch sight of the mountain of the Lord. 

 We long to be in your presence and walk in your ways. 

 Let’s go! All together, let’s make that journey  

 to the mountain of God. 

 Sisters and brothers, friends and strangers, 

 let us travel together. 

 Let the dream of that holy mountain give us hope as we go. 

 What a vision: weapons of war turned into tools of harvest, 

 and lessons of peace taught to all people. 

 Let us journey together in the light of the LORD! 


