
First Mennonite Church 
Making disciples through loving relationships. 

Worship – 10:00 a.m.   Sunday School – 11:15 a.m.    

December 15, 2019 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

O Lord, what am I waiting for? Why am I afraid? I see my need for 
your strength in my weakness and my need to be filled with your 
courage in the midst of all my fears. I long for an awakening, for a 

renewed trust, and for patience in the coming of the Lord. 
 

Gathering Music                                                Shirley Baltzer 

Welcome, Announcements, Greeting                            Doug Bartel                              

Prelude to Worship                                                    Shirley Baltzer 

*Call to Worship                                                            Doug Bartel 

Oh God, my God, I cry out to you. 

Asking, when will I start rejoicing that you are coming? Will 

I trust your faithfulness to your creation? 

Can I be patient enough to trust in your time, instead of my own? 

God, what am I waiting for? 
 

*Prayer 

*Hymn                      Bless’d be the God of Israel                No. 174 

Advent with the Children                                               Judy Harder 

      Isaiah 35:1-6 

      Advent Candle Lighting 

      Hymn                          Hope is a Candle                     Pew Insert          

      Offering                                                                Shirley Baltzer 

Sharing and Prayer                                                          Pastor Tom 

Hymn                       O Savior, rend the heavens                  No. 175 

Anthem                                                                         Advent Choir 

  “Bring Us Hope: An Anthem for Advent” - Ruth Elaine Schram 

Scripture                                                                      Isaiah 35:1-10 

Message                      Blossoms in the Desert                Pastor Tom 

Hymn                   Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming                 No. 211 

*Benediction                                                                    Pastor Tom 



 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  
Monday: Mike Brandt, Joshua Diener, Velda Hiebert 

Thursday: Deryll Amstutz 

Saturday: Deanne Duerksen 

           

 

CALENDAR: 

NO WEDNESDAY EVENING MEAL OR ACTIVITIES  

UNTIL JANUARY 8 
 

Dec 15     5 p.m. Christmas on the Plaza 

Dec 18     Rehearsal for Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 20     7 p.m. Amahl and the Night Visitors 

Dec 22     4 p.m. Five Times Harder Concert 

Dec 24     Office closed; 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 25     MERRY CHRISTMAS! Office closed 

 

 

Becky will be out of the office December 17 and 31 this month. 

 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 

102 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS, 67063, Phone 620-947-5662 

Tom Harder, Pastor           Office hours: Mon 9-12, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-5 

    pastor@fmchillsboro.com             Sat 1:30-5   C: 316-617-9755 

Hank Unruh, Youth Pastor           Office hours: Wed afternoon 

  youthpastor@fmchillsboro.com      C: 316-288-1079 

Becky Gage, Secretary           Office hours: Mon - Fri 9-12 

   secretary@fmchillsboro.com         C: 620-381-0103 

Tim Unruh, custodian                       Office hours: Varies 

    timu@tabor.edu                            C: 620-947-1585  

 

The church building is open from 9am to noon Mon. – Fri. and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues., 

Wed., and Fri. except for holidays. For assistance outside of those times, please contact 

Tim Unruh at 620-947-1585. Please schedule all meetings & events at FMC through the 

church office. 

mailto:secretary@fmchillsboro.com


Isaiah 35 
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, 

    and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

    the majesty of our God. 

3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

    “Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

    He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

    He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 

    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,  

    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

8 A highway shall be there, 

    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it,  

    but it shall be for God’s people;  

    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 

    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

    and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 


