The First Lesson

Ruth 2:1-13

2 Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband’s side, a prominent rich man,
of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite
said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain,
behind someone in whose sight I may find favor.” She said to her, “Go, my
daughter.” 3 So she went. She came and gleaned in the field behind the
reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the field belonging to
Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4 Just then Boaz came from
Bethlehem. He said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you.” They
answered, “The LORD bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was
in charge of the reapers, “To whom does this young woman belong?” 6 The
servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the Moabite
who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please,
let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the reapers.’ So she
came, and she has been on her feet from early this morning until now,
without resting even for a moment.”
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now listen, my daughter, do not go to glean
in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my young women.
9 Keep your eyes on the field that is being reaped and follow behind them.
I have ordered the young men not to bother you. If you get thirsty, go to
the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn.” 10 Then she
fell prostrate, with her face to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I
found favor in your sight, that you should take notice of me, when I am a
foreigner?” 11 But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told me, and
how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a
people that you did not know before. 12 May the LORD reward you for your
deeds, and may you have a full reward from the LORD, the God of Israel,
under whose wings you have come for refuge!” 13 Then she said, “May I
continue to find favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me
and spoken kindly to your servant, even though I am not one of your
servants.”
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So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law,
who came back with her from the country of Moab. They came to
Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. (Ruth 1:22)
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Ruth 2:14-23

At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here, and eat some of this
bread, and dip your morsel in the sour wine.” So she sat beside the
reapers, and he heaped up for her some parched grain. She ate until she
was satisfied, and she had some left over. 15 When she got up to glean,
Boaz instructed his young men, “Let her glean even among the standing
sheaves, and do not reproach her. 16 You must also pull out some handfuls
for her from the bundles, and leave them for her to glean, and do not
rebuke her.”
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So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what
she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. 18 She picked it up
and came into the town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had
gleaned. Then she took out and gave her what was left over after she
herself had been satisfied. 19 Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did
you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who
took notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had
worked, and said, “The name of the man with whom I worked today is
Boaz.” 20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he by the
LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also
said to her, “The man is a relative of ours, one of our nearest kin.” 21 Then
Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay close by my servants,
until they have finished all my harvest.’ ” 22 Naomi said to Ruth, her
daughter-in-law, “It is better, my daughter, that you go out with his young
women, otherwise you might be bothered in another field.” 23 So she
stayed close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the
barley and wheat harvests; and she lived with her mother-in-law.

Sermon

Hymn
Sending
Postlude

As It Happened . . .
RESPONDING
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Pastor Tom

VT 419
Shirley Baltzer

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are gathered to worship, wherever
you are, and whenever you watch this service!

Mission Sunday is November 14! Bethany Amstutz Schrag will share
about her MCC Learning trip to Nepal. Lunch will be served after church
and will include Chicken Lo Mein and Pork Dumplings from Panda
Kitchen and cake. Bring a salad to share. Invite your friends! Offering will
go to Mennonite Mission Network.
Bethel College’s Organ Recital Series returns in-person with Shirley
Sprunger King, D.M.A. Tuesday, Nov. 9 at 7 p.m., in the Ad Building
chapel. Chapel seating will be limited, and a livestream option will be
offered on the big screen in Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts
Center. Bethel’s current COVID-19 protocols require physical distancing
and mask-wearing indoors with groups of 10 or more.
MDS Region 3 Annual Meeting is Nov. 12-13, 2021 at Hesston
Mennonite Church in Hesston, KS. Registration table opens at 4 p.m. on
Friday, November 12. RSVP by completing the online registration form

at https://tinyurl.com/2xa9bys9 or by contacting Steve Hochstetler at
(919) 825-0354 or shochstetler@mds.org. For more details about the
meeting, visit https://mds.mennonite.net/region-3-annual-meeting-2021/.
First Mennonite Church of Halstead, KS, is hosting a drive-thru
Mission Supper Nov.13 from 5-7 p.m. outside the church building at 427
W. 4th in Halstead. Donations from this meal benefit the Neighbors Store
and missionaries: Dave and Rebekka Stutzman of Germany and Rachel
Givens of France. The menu includes smoked sausage, chicken borscht,
zweiback, green beans and a cookie. Be sure to join us!
Now in the Regier Gallery at Bethel College – “Voices Together,” a
display of the original artwork featured in the new Voices
Together hymnal, through Nov. 19. Gallery hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
weekdays. IN ADDITION, Rachel Epp Buller, professor of visual arts
and design at Bethel and gallery and exhibit coordinator, is available to
church groups who would like to visit the exhibit on an evening or
weekend outside regular hours. Contact her
at rebuller@bethelks.edu to set up a time between now and Nov. 19.
Tabor College is pleased to present George Frideric Handel’s
Messiah Sunday, Nov. 21 at 7 p.m. in the Shari Flaming Center for the
Arts. The Tabor College Concert Choir, conducted by Dr. Greg Zielke, is
joined by alumni and the Tabor Messiah Orchestra to offer this free
performance. Reserved seating is required, and tickets are now available
at tabor.edu/tickets. An offering will be received, and food donations are
encouraged to benefit the Hillsboro Area Ministerial Association.

